Saint Stephan’s Cathedral
At the site where we can see the cathedral nowadays, there was once only a little wooden church surrounded by a cemetery and situated outside the city walls.
In 1147 Duke Heinrich II had a new church built in early romanesque style which burnt down later leaving intact only the Schwarze Kammer (the black room) on the lowest floor of the south Heidenturm. The church was rebuilt in late romanesque style but then also destroyed by fire. Only the Riesentor (Giant Gate) and the Heidentürme were left.

After 1359 Duke Rudolf IV started to alter the church into gothic style. The architects were Wenzel, Prachatitz and Puchsbaum. In 1511 the construction of the north tower was stopped, thus the cathedral remained uncompleted (see the legend of “Meister Puchsbaum”!). The north tower was topped by a renaissance cupola and is housing the new Pummerin bell since World War II (21 383 kg, 2,94 m high und 3,14 m wide) which you can reach by elevator.
The south tower is 137 m high. It was used by the fire brigade as a watchtower for a long period of time and housed the first Pummerin until World War II. 343 steps lead to the Türmerstube (watchman’s room) and from there you can enjoy the view over Vienna.
The “Steffl“, a symbol of Vienna, is situated in the heart of the first district. It is the church of the archbishop of Vienna and an important church of Austria.
Lots of statues, slender turrets, artistic stonemason’s works and the pointed arches all around the cathedral are typical gothic elements. Outside along the walls there are tombstones and lanterns as relicts of the cemetery. Inside to the left of the altar there is the cenotaph of Duke Rudolf IV, to the right of the altar the monument to emperor Friedrich III and to the left of the main entrance the tomb of Prince Eugene of Savoy.
The Wiener Neustädter Altar with the figures of 72 saints and of course the pulpit are masterpieces of late gothic art. In addition to the west organ which is rarely played because of defects there is a modern organ in the apostles’ choir.
In the last days of World War II the roof, the northern and the southern tower and the organ burnt down, the Pummerin bell fell from the tower and the interior of the cathedral was badly damaged. All provinces made donations and common efforts to rebuild the cathedral. The roof truss is made of steel and is covered by 250 000 glazed bohemian tiles in the original design. On the north side of the roof there are the coats of arms of the Republic of Austria and of the City of Vienna.

You can visit the catacombs only with tour guides and on Saturdays the roof is open to the public. Next to the cathedral on the cemetery there was the Magdalen’s chapel with the Virgil chapel underneath. You can have a look at the Virgil chapel from the underground station. The outlines of Magdalene’s chapel are sketched out in white on the cobbled Stephan’s Square.
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